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oday, is significant in the annals Tof the political choreography of 
Abia State. As we mark the one 

year anniversary in office of His 
Excellency, Dr. Alex Chioma Otti, 
OFR, we extend hearty congratulations 
to the Governor, and the entire 
members of his cabinet team, and the 
government of Abia State; and  
especially, NdiAbia, at home, and in 
diaspora. The great symbolism and 
significance of today, must not bypass 
or elude us. The relevance of the 
Milestone, affords us collectively, the 
opportunity to review retrospectively; 
and to preview with expectancy, some 
critical or unique political 
developments, specifically in the 
strategic subsystems of LGAs in Abia 
State.

His Excellency, Governor Alex 
Chioma Otti, OFR, of Abia State, 
cruised to electoral victory in the 2023 
governorship polls, essentially on the 
crest of  populist campaigns agenda 
and promises, on the platform of 
Labour Party. 

Additionally, Peter Obi phenomenon, 
as the national icon and image of the 
Labour Party cum the hypotonic 
appeals of the waves of political 
tsunamis unleashed under the aegis of 
Obidient Movement, combined 
effectively to guarantee Otti's ultimate 
emergence, as the preferred candidate 
of choice among Abia electorate, for 
the highly esteemed governorship 
office. 

Aggregation of Governor Otti's 
campaigns agenda and package, in the 
context of what he considered 
transformative, responsible 
government, encapsulated varieties of  
strategic programs, designed on the 
altar of Reformist mission and zeal, 
spread across the entire spectrum of 
socioeconomic, political fabrics, 
structures and superstructures; across 
multiple ancillary frameworks and 
public institutions, to represent 
collectively that seamless organic 
entity and structure known as 
transformational government and 
system of governance. 

For Alex Otti, as a Technocrat, 
government and art of governance, is 
underscored by radical reforms, 
designed to make government 
holistically a working, result oriented 
and highly productive organic 
structure or system. This mindset and 
philosophy has shaped the directions 
and structures of Alex Otti's leadership 
and administration. Invariably, Alex 
Otti, thought of his role in politics as a 
Reformist statesman, essentially.

The Reformist mantra, credo, and 
agenda of Alex Otti, in the campaigns 
was not only Structurally defined, 
conceptualized and contextualized. 
Significantly, the Reformist agenda 
incorporated physic reorientation of 

the perceptive mindset of the role of 
government and governance as a 
strategic public agency instituted and 
saddled with the enormous 
responsibility to champion and oversee 
the promotion of the wellbeing of the 
citizenry.

In simple terms, the raison d' etre of 
government is to work for the welfare 
and wellbeing of the peoples, 
deploying effectively and efficiently 
public funds and other critical 
resources placed at the disposal of 
government and government officials, 
in all ramifications. Otti, by means of 
sustained advocacy and practical 
actions, has made this abundantly 
clear. Otti's widely circulated pre-
election media column, titled 
"Thinking Outside the Box",  preached 
this singular message, in a variety of 
tones.

Specifically, Ottimystic (special term 
coined to describe) Otti's Reformist 
agenda, aimed as a target, holistic, 
comprehensive, Structural and 
Psycho-mental dismantling and 
overhauling of the 24 years old PDP 
styled systems of leadership, 
management, administration, and 
governance, in Abia State. Defective 
Style and systems, which 
characteristically, have been portrayed 
by some political analysts and 
commentators as exploitative, 
plunderous, unproductive, wasteful, 
and notorious for institutionalizing and 
nationalizing fiscal indiscipline and 
mismanagement; responsible for 
leaving Abia State backwards and 
behind in consideration of virtual 
absence of significant developmental 
indices.

Notable and critical Stakeholders, 
drawn from the political elite class, 

public affairs analysts and 
commentators, civil society activists, 
academics and scholars, argue that for 
unbroken  24 years, PDP 
(mis)governed Abia State, rapaciously, 
perhaps with the singular political 

agenda driven by unmitigated and 
remorseless sense of exploitations and 
despoliation, chiefly for the sadistic 
satisfaction of private or organized 
group interests and aggrandizements. 
PDP overlords, may deny or refute this 
stigma and characterization. 

On May, 29, 2023, PDP's stranglehold 
on Abia State, was broken and came to 
end, by means of transition of power to 
Labour Party, as the new Party in 
charge of affairs, particularly at the 
Executive Branch. Previously, the 

office changed hands from one PDP 
governor to another, except the brief 
interlude of the political drama and 

saga, when TA Orji was, declared 
governor on a different platform, 
while in detention or imprisoned. But 
on the dictates of political 
expediency, TA Orji, end up as PDP 
governor.

On May 29, 2023, Dr. Alex Chioma 
Otti, was sworn in, in office, as the 
Governor of Abia State. Labour 
Party, took over the reins and mantle 
of political power in the Executive 
Branch and Chambers, in 
Government House Umuahia.The 
historic event, marked the second 
time PDP was defeated in guber polls 
and conceded power officially, in line 
with constitutional provision.

Otti, left no one in any serious doubts 
of the extent of the Reformist agenda 
and templates, when in paragraph 16 
of his maiden speech as Governor, he 
declared thus: "We must therefore get 
ready to have a clean break from our 
past. For all citizens and residents of 
God's Own State, this a time to 
rebuild".

Later, continuing in paragraph 44, of 
the inaugural speech, Otti, revealed 
and posited,  "Transparency, 
accountability, and public trust shall 
be at the centre of everything we do. 
We will run a responsible and honest 
government and lead by example. We 
will not tolerate any form of 
corruption or stealing of public 
property. Gratification and kickbacks 
are totally forbidden in this 
government".

These audacious declaratory intents 
and proclamations, it is, safe and 
reasonable to argue, were framed to 
cover every aspect of government 
business, including the strategic 
templates for the revitalization of 
effective and efficient systems of 
administration and governance of the 
Local Government systems, the third 
tier of the tripodal systems of 
governance, as provided in the 
constitution.

On Thursday, November 30, 2023, 17 
Ottimystic Apostles and Disciples, 
were sworn in, for the first time, in 
Abia State, in the dual capacity of 
Transition Chairmen cum Mayors 
and Deputies. The mandates: to 
oversee the affairs of government and 
governance at the strategic local 
government level (the third tier of the 
politico-administrative Structure, 
designed to step down benefits or 
dividends of democratic system of 
governance to the grassroots 
populace in the urban, semi-urban, or 
rural communities. Thus, kicked off,  
Ottimystic version of local 
government administration and 
governance, anchored on the banners 
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of the Rebuild agenda, mantra, and 
templates.

Paragraph 6 of the Governor's speech 
at the swearing in ceremony, to mark 
the official initiation of the 17 Mayoral 
appointees and Deputies, proclaimed, 
"We may not have made the most 
perfect of choices but if the feedback 
we have gotten since the names of the 
would-be mayors were announced are 
anything to go by, there is no doubt that 
we have made quality judgement in the 
choices of the individuals selected. It is 
my hope that the optimism that 
attended the announcement would be 
matched by the quality of your 
performance and dedication".

The critical matter that continued to 
generate much interests and 
excitements amongst different 
spectrum of partisan and nonpartisan 
political stakeholders, analysts and 
commentators, is the crucial issue and 
question: how well have the Mayors 
and Deputies, understood the charge, 
duty, and responsibility assigned to 
them, by the Governor, in his speech 
and proclamation? Another critical 
question, that continued to bug the 
minds of some segments of the Abia 
polity, some months into the advent of 
the Mayoral styled system, remains, 
how well have the Mayoral appointees, 
performed the responsibility in the 
separate or respective jurisdictions of 
the 17 LGAs?

Obviously, the answers and opinions, 
are divided and conflictual, as 
expected, on any hotly debated 
political issues. The Governor, 
predictably, with the benefit of 
foresight and hindsight, acknowledged 
in advance the divergence of public 
opinion that would trail the Mayoral 
appointments, and more importantly, 
the performance indices or indicators 
of the Mayors and Deputies of the 
enormous responsibility, by virtue of 
the following declaration and 
pronouncement, "We are also not 
oblivious of the fact that there are a few 
leaders, who may have some 
misgivings about the people that have 
been selected". No doubt, the pre-
selection and post-selection process, 
exchanges, trade offs, and the 
reservations harboured on the parts of 
some stakeholders and leaders, have 
not expired or extinguished. But hangs 
precariously as the Sword of 
Damocles, in the context of jostling or 
tussling for power, in the 17 LGAs, 
internally or externally analyzed and 
contextualized, with the attendant 
implications, in the short term or long 
terms. PDP, the Party that once 
appeared formidable and invincible, 
before the  current spate of 

disintegration and exodus,   committed 
similar suicidal mistakes. We believe, 
the current Labour Party 
administration, can gain useful lessons 
from the PDP experience and put her 
house in good order, speedily.

Challenging but equally encouraging 
the Mayors and Deputies, the 
Governor, decreed, "To the new 
mayors and deputies, may I remind you 
that this is a call to serve and not to be 
served. We do 
not expect you 
t o  g e t 
everything right 
on the first day 
but you must be 
willing to learn, 
keeping your 
mind open to 
new ideas and 
possibilities".  

The eager 
question that has 
pricked the 
minds and 
hearts of Abia 
populace, is: 
how well have 
the Mayors and 
Deputies, 
l e a r n e d , 
embraced, and 
internalised 
wholesomely 
the core ideology, principles, and 
philosophy driving Ottimystic 
administration; and particularly, the 
mystique surrounding the Alex Otti 
persona? 

Predictably, the 17 Mayors and 17 
Deputies, as individuals nurtured 
under different backgrounds and 
orientations, definitely may have come 
to some common understanding of 
what Ottimystic brand of leadership 
and administration represents. This 
assumption, is plausible and logically 
correct. But, from another angle or 
perspective, as individuals, based on 
experiential differentials and reference 
points, invariably the Mayors and 
Deputies, equally must be having or 
holding different shades of opinions, 
perceptions, understanding, on what it 
means to keep the door of "your mind 
open to new ideas and possibilities". 
The simplicity and the complexity of 
this enigma, constitute the puzzle of 
Ottimystic styled leadership education, 
apprenticeship, mentorship and 
training.

With great ambivalence, admiration 
and expression of reassurance of 
guaranteed freedom,  liberty, and 
appreciation of personal initiatives, but 
under the radar of the close monitoring, 
watchful eyes of the Governor, Otti, 
issued the following command, "While 
the State would give each of you the 

freehand to manage the affairs of the 
council responsibly, it is very 
important to design your programmes 
in ways that align with the general 
development philosophy of the present 
Labour Party Administration in the 
State".

Some strands of stakeholders and keen 
observers of the affairs in different 
LGAs, have pondered and wondered 
on how well fitted, (re) configured, (re) 

packaged, 
(de/re) 
constructed
, or in 
alignment, 
are the 
political or 
managerial 
credentials 
a n d 
pedigrees 
o f  t h e 
Mayoral 
appointees, 
in the 
context of 
Ottimystic 
political 
curriculum 
a n d 
schematic 
blueprints?

T h e 
relevance of 

this question or the reservations 
expressed by some stakeholders, 
hinges squarely on the perceived or 

real "misgivings about the people that 
have been selected", acknowledged 
and pinpointed, in the Governor's 

speech. The remarks was correct, 
essentially, bearing in mind some 
stakeholders, rightly or wrongly, 
believed they played critical key 
roles in the electoral victory of Alex 
Otti, were embittered, dejected, 
demotivated, uncomfortable, 
unhappy, with the surprising turn of 
events, in the post-election policy 
and decisions, in terms of securing or 
denied political appointments, as  
compensations or rewards for the 
roles played. Some stakeholders have 
continued to feel short-changed, used 
and dumped obliviously, in spite of 
the immense support or contributions 
rendered, that galvanized and 
propelled the forces which 
culminated ultimately in the electoral 
victory of the incumbent Governor, 
in the 2023 guber polls. It is equally 
necessary to point out, we believe, 
such claims need to be balanced 
against the other sides of the story, 
taking into consideration certain 
variables, and circumstances that 
drive political environments and 
political developments, dynamically.

Kudos, to the Governor, who without 
pretences, or denials, with honour, 
acknowledged the tides and waves of 
resentments that swept across the 
spectrum of Labour Party 
stakeholders, but calmed the frayed 
nerves by means of astute display of 
art of statecraftmanship. The 
soothing assurances and promises of 
the Governor, did the magic, by 
proclaiming, "The beauty of 
democracy is that in the long run, 
opportunities and platforms for 
service present themselves to 
everyone in diverse capacities". 

Evidently, the political appointments 
that have taken place in recent times, 
corroborate and validate the 
Governor's promise and reassurance, 
in his speech.

What would the scorecards of the 
Mayors and Deputies, look like, 
ultimately, at the end of the 
term/tenure of stewardship? 

I dare say, this is hardwired question.

Only time, can shed lights, and 
provide the right answer.

Meanwhile, Abians, let us have high 
hopes, and great faith, in God, the 
God of God's Own State, that 
ultimately, in the best interests of 
Abia State, Ottimystic 
experimentations, on going, in the 17 
LGAs, end in OttiOptimism refrains, 
and chorus; never in Ottipessimism 
chants or regrets.

Amen!
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n this interaction with Chief ILawrence Charles Nwangwa, we 
discussed Governor Alex Otti's 

administration this past one year and 
also looked into other political 
issues. Enjoy the read. 

AFNEWS: Can we get to meet you 
sir? 

I am Chief Lawrence Charles 
Nwangwa (AKAJIUGO). I am an 
industrialist and political analyst. I 
am a staunch supporter of the 
Government of Dr Alex OTTI OFR, 
and Abia stakeholder from Obingwa 
LGA. I am a versatile and well-
grounded intellectual. 

AFNEWS: You have been one of 
the key supporters of Governor 
Alex Otti's administration, how 
will you rate this administration 
for the past 1 year?

I will score him 90%.  The Governor 
and his Government has surpassed 
the expectations of every Abian. He 
can fondly be called the BIG-
HEART for no one except few 
people like me who knew the burning 
desires in him before now. Though 
people knew the potentials of Abia 
State, they never contemplated it will 
crystallize in so short a time. 

He has restored the dignity of Abians 
on every facet and aspect.  Now, then 
ever before you can proudly say you 
are from Abia State. This is more 
than enough for me. 

AFNEWS: What are those areas 
you think this administration has 
done well in the past 1 year?

In terms of infrastructure, he is 
fulfilling the dreams of Abia State 
citizens. He has turned the whole 
State into a works yard and every day 
new and rehabilitated roads are being 
delivered. 
Sanitation has improved greatly; he 
has also infused discipline in the civil 
service as well as restoring 
professionalism.  So much to talk 
about. 

AFNEWS: What are those areas 
you think this administration 
needs to improve upon?

Law, order and issues bordering on 
micro governance. The State 
Orientation Agency has much more 
work to do. So far, their impact is not 
being felt. We need to reorientate our 
people and their psyche. 

AFNEWS: As an industrialist, has 

your business improved in terms of 
the numbers since this 
administration came in?  

It has not been a roller coaster for 
every business since the APC led 
Government at the centre came in. 
But in Abia there is ease of doing 
business and more roads have been 
rehabilitated. 
This is making 
us spend less 
time on the 
road and on 
maintenance of 
our vehicles 
a n d 
equipment's. 

AFNEWS: A 
lot of political 
gladiators are 
dumping the 
P D P a n d 
moving to the 
APC, do you 
think this can 
turn the tide 
a g a i n s t 
Governor Alex 
Otti in 2027?

The answer is 
capital NO! I have written a 
comprehensive article on this though 
yet to be posted. 
What is happening to PDP at the 
moment is political sifting.  What is 
leaving the PDP is a particular block 
that usurped power from the original 
PDP. Those are the PPAPDP and 
APCPDP. What will now happen is 
that the ORIGINAL PDP or PDPPDP 
'agbafuru' like Senator Abaribe etc 
will now come back and take their 
Party back.  What will happen is that 
the actual competitors or opposition 
the Labour Party will face is this 
reinvigorated PDP. 
APC is a party that has been casted 
and discredited. It's like a good man 
wearing the robe of a rogue. Go and 
ask DR UCHE OGAH he suffered it.  
Everyone knows that those people 
leaving PDP to APC are the people 
that raped and wrecked us for 24 
years. They only have nuisance 
value. Non has real electoral value. 
They are going into APC with 
ramshackle apparatus. The type of 
rigging for which they rose to fame 
and infamy are outdated hence I don't 
see their relevance. Before the furore 
they will cause in the rather stable 
APC will be settled the election will 
be over.  To the real progressives and 
PDPPDP it's good riddance and 
joyful that JEHOVAH EBUPUOLA 
IBU NJO (God has fought for them 
and removed the Jonah in their Boat). 

AFNEWS: People are wondering 
why big names are not joining the 
Labour Party in Abia State, they 
say it maybe because Labour Party 
is not willing to accommodate 
more people. What do you think? 

His Excellency Governor ALEX 
OTTI OFR 
and by 
extension 
t h e 
LABOUR 
PARTY in 
Abia State 
i s  n o t 
focused on 
POLITICS 
for NOW 
but deeply 
concerned 
a n d 
concentrati
n g  o n 
putting 
things on 
the table 
for Abians. 
Dr Alex 
OTTI is a 
seasoned 
a n d 
accomplish

ed professional and technocrat.  
Abians yearned for him and gave him 
a mandate and with it he crafted an 

AGENDA and so far it's paying o ff
and the accolades are almost 
deafening from home and abroad. 

What you don't know is that over 
60% of progressive Abians have 
silently moved over to LP. Dr OTTI 
does not believe in fanfare but 
doing the needful intrinsically. 

AFNEWS:  They have been 
complains from supporters of the 
governor that despite all their 
support from 2015 to date, they 
have not enjoyed any benefit 
from the present administration. 
What is your take? 

The Governor has said it several 
even during his campaigns that he 
will not share Abia money. He said 
that the days of blood tonic are 
over. 
Whoever fought or contributed to 
the new Abia should beat his chest 
and be happy that the new Abia is 
here.  Salaries are being paid as at 
when due and PENSION areas 
have been cleared. 
 The Governor and ALEX OTTI as 
a person is not an ingrate and will 
never be. He does not forget but 
what people do not understand is 
that he is meticulous and 
systematic in his actions. Watch out 
all will be touched. He hates being 
harangued. He is averse to 
blackmail and never submit to 
intimidation. 

AFNEWS: Do you think the 
governor has done well 
politically over this past 1 year?

YES. The politics that were 
essential to the wellbeing of the 
State he played it and came out in 
flying colours. If you noticed he has 
not fallen out with any top 
politician or even sectional blocks 
in the State. Against expectations in 
some quarters, he gave juicy 
appointments to some local 
governments he even got the least 
votes. 

And I can assure you that when 
time comes for real politics you 
will marvel and then KNOW that 
he is a colossus. 

AFNEWS: What other advice do 
you have for the governor and 
Abians in general going 
forward?

To the Governor I say kudos, 
Revelation chapter 3 verse 11 (Jide 
nkeiji) …let no man take thy 
crown”

For Abians I will say be steadfast in 
supporting Alex Otti and Labour 
Party for you ain't seen nothing yet. 
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You know when people do not get their 
salaries, when people are not paid for the 
services rendered, that is a recipe for 
thievery because, a man will not sit back 
and see his family go hungry. 
We inherited a state of non-payment of 
salaries for over a period of time and they 
said it is called core and uncore civil 
servants. You see, when people are not 
paid, it gives rise for those individuals who 
are not criminals to find it hard to put food 
on their table. 

What then becomes the easiest way is to 
resort to criminality. so, we have 
percentage of involuntary criminals and 
that percentage, this administration has 
taken care of by ensuring that their salaries 
are paid, once you render any service, you 
get paid for it.Putting money in the 
economy has eliminated that segment of 
people who are not inherently born 
criminals. His Excellency, Dr Alex 
Chioma Otti OFR understands that 
psychology, and he made sure that aspect 
was taken care of. You see people earn 
their salaries, workers on the 28th of every 
month whether is on a Sunday, they 
receive their alerts.
So that segment leaves us to the point of 
those who are born criminals by birth and 
we have made sure that we deal decisively 
with that segment. 
In the early days of Alex Otti, we launched 
the "Operation Crush". you can bear me 
witness that the Umunneochi axis that was 
a no-go area, you can now sleep there with 
your eyes closed. 
We made sure that we saturated the whole 
place with troops on ground, with 
technology to stem the tide of what those 
criminals were perpetrating in the area and 
now you see the results.

In the early days of this administration, 
unraveled that mystery around the 
Lokpanta cattle market, because we had 
the intelligence that it was an axis of 
ransom payment.
We immediately went into all that place, 
the ungoverned spaces that were in 
existence that were left unattended to, we 
made sure we took over the bushes because 
the governor said, "Noinch of Abia state, 
will be left in the hands of the criminals. As 
we speak, we have fenced o ff22.2 hectares 
of lands that was major ungoverned space 
in that Lokpanta cattle market, we have 
increased security presence and applied 
technology. 
The fulani herdsmen that were 
perpetrating these crimes using natives as 
collaborators, we've smoked most of them 
out. What we're witnessing now is 
displacement of criminals from the known 
areas because we've denied them the 
latitude to operate, they now resorted to 
going to farm lands to kidnap people who 
are doing their farm work for 8-9 hours, 
collecting peanuts from them that,we will 

eradicate them as time goes on. 

AFNEWS: How are you guys going to 
completely make sure that our city is 
safe?
Like I told you, there's a displacement of 

criminals and most of it is classified but, I 
assure you this; when the case of Prof. 
Emezue came up, we deployed all within 
our powers to get him out. Like his 
Excellency Dr. Alex Chioma Otti says, 
"the rest is history, Prof.Emezuehas been 
released, we've apprehended the culprits 
and we are going after the remaining 
members of the gang. 

I will be little economical with words but, 
Abia will not be a safe haven for those 
criminals who think that they will come 
and cause mayhem and go away Scot free 
w e  u n d e r s t a n d  h o w  i t 
operates.Unfortunately, Abia state is 
bounded by seven other states so, we have 
to contend with the fact that we are 
bounded by Akwa ibom, Cross River, 
Rivers, Imo, Ebonyi, Anambra and Enugu 
state so, whatever happens in those areas, 
they have a way of emptying themselves 
into Abia but, overtime, we've managed to 
keep Abia safe at least, I make bold to say 

that Abia is one of the safest place in the 
south East. 

AFNEWS: In a scale of 1-100, how can 
you rate Abia in terms of security ?

With all modesty, we are not where we 
want to be but, I think we are inching 
forward where we should be. 
His Excellency is a perfectionist and he is 
putting resources in security to make sure 
that if we're at 70% now, we should be at 
90% in the coming years.

AFNEWS:  The Security Advisory 

council and the Security Trust Board, 
what is it all about?

You see, His Excellency is always a step 
ahead, see the caliber of people in the 
Advisory council using the former chief of 
Army sta ffLt.Gen. Azubuike ihejirika as 
chairman and then, the other members who 
are seasoned men that have done their 
work in military, SSS, Police and their 
work is to provide security Advice to 
ensure that Abia state is safe and secure.

No investor will come where they're aware 
of the fact that the environment is insecure. 
So, what we are doing isplacing the 
Advisory Security Council that will bring 
about policies that will help in 
streamlining the security environment in 
Abia state. You know security is a very 
expensive business and the state 
government cannot do it alone, sowe need 
Security Trust Fund, that will attract 
resources to be able to fund the security 

needs of government security agencies 
in the state.

The world is fast clinging towards 
artificial intelligence, so this are very 
expensive ventures the security trust 
fund isto provide that enablement to fund 
the security apparatus that will be needed 
by this government security agencies to 
operate. Like the Hilux truck alone now, 
how much it is and then, drones and all 
that.
These are items that we really need. You 
see the level of bunkery activities that is 
happening around Ukwa East and Ukwa 
west axis, we need to stop the bunkery 
activities to the bearest minimum and we 
need drones and all that to prosecute that 
activity. 
There was an enabling act that 
established the Abia state security trust 
fund, butit was not well runned by the 
previous administration. The enabling 
act is very explicit, money will be 
coming from every contractor that does 
any job in Abia state, thereby 
contributing to the security trust fund. 
Like I said, His Excellency, has 
everything wrapped up and considering 

the caliber of people that make up the 
trust fund starting with the chairman 
Obiamarije Stanley, who is the CEO of 
Shorelink Oil and Gas Services Ltd, 
Lady Josephine Nwaeze, who is the 
CEO of the News Engineering Nigeria 
Limitedand couple of others like Bank 
AnthonyOkoroafor, who is the 
immediate past president of TAN.
His Excellency, knows how to select 
his onions so, I give him kudos for his 
selection and for always putting square 
parts in square holes.

AFNEWS: What is your Advice for 
Abians in respect to security and 
what they can do to contribute to 
security in Abia?

Basically, security is everybody's 
business. if you see something, say 
something. The governor has made sure 
that he brings the traditional rulers on 
board and they are quite cooperative.It is 
good step because you cannot operate on 
a particular locality, without the 
traditional institution knowing about it. 

And you know what's burning is state 
policing and Abia is fully subscribing to 
state policing and I know if it is 
consented to as a bill and comes into law, 
Abia will fully get integrated into state 
policing and provide funding for it to the 
extent that the law has prescribed for 
states. 

So, i enjoin all of us to join hands to make 
Abia a safe place where development, 
growth and most of all, the mission and 
the vision of his Excellency in making 
Abia the No 1 state be achieved.
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ABIA STATE IS NOW A NO GO AREA FOR CRIMINALS 
– SA Security, Comdr. Macdonald Ubah Rtd

No investor will come 

where they're aware 

of the fact that the 

environment is 

insecure. So, what we 

are doing is placing 

the Advisory Security 

Council that will 

bring about policies 

that will help in 

streamlining the 

security environment 

in Abia state. 

“
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he Director General of the Abia TState Environmental Protection 
Agency, ASEPA Mazi Ogbonnia 

Okereke has revealed that it was a 
tasking job removing the tones of 
abandoned wastes in Umuahia and Aba, 
and ensuring that they are properly 
disposed of the streets by the taskforce 
set up by Governor Alex Otti on 
assumption of office. 
In a media interaction tagged "Governor 
Alex Otti's one year in office scorecard" 
Okereke said his administration met on 
ground, tonnes of abandoned wastes in 
Abia State which prompted the 
employment of trucks and payloaders to 
evacuate them.
According to Okereke, over six thousand 
truckloads of humongous waste were 
evacuated by the Agency in six weeks. 
He also added that the Agency's dumpsite 
was also in a mess as it was abandoned 
and not maintained properly by previous 
administration.

The ASEPA boss regretted that people do 
not make use of the receptacles provided 
by Governor Alex Otti in disposing their 
wastes but rather prefers dumping wastes 
on the ground. He also lamented the 
illegal activities of scavengers who steal 
the receptacles, warning that anyone 
caught would be made to face the law.

Okereke reiterated the 5pm to 6am time 
for dumping of wastes into government 
approved dumpsites.
“There is time for dumping wastes so that 
our people can come and evacuate them 
after that time and everywhere will be 
clean. But when you dump refuse 24/7, 
everywhere will look messed up" 
Okereke admonished.

He also revealed that ASEPA has started 
construction of stands for receptacles in 
some places to avoid them occupying the 
roads.

Okereke pointed at plans to transit from 
use of receptacles for waste disposal to 
pick up from homes to make it easier for 
people.

He explained that the governor's earlier 
initiative to privatise waste management 
in the state was temporarily suspended as 
companies who bided and got approval 
failed to deliver values as expected in 
four months.

In his words;
“We are looking at the whole process 
again. Afterwards, government will 
decide where to go. Now it is purely 
ASEPA running it".
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WE EVACUATED OVER 6000 TRUCK 
LOADS OF WASTES IN SIX WEEKS 

– ASEPA DG, OKEREKE 

Wife DeclaresAbia 
NIPR Chairman Missing

he whereabouts of the Chairman, TAbia State chapter of the Nigeria 
Institute of Public Relations 

(NIPR), Felix Olunkwa remained 
unknown after his wife raised the alarm 
on Sunday.

This is even as the state command of the 
Nigeria Police has not reacted to the alarm 
which has rattled both the chapter and the 

state council of the Nigeria Union of 
Journalists (NUJ).
Wife of the missing NIPR chairman, 
Mrs Olunkwa had raised the alarm after 
the husband failed to return home from 
Alaoji Spare Parts Market along Aba 
axis of Enugu-Port Harcourt Express 
where he had gone to repair his car.
Mrs Olunkwa said when the husband 
called her on phone at around 8pm, he 
said he left the mechanic's workshop at 
around 7pm and was driving toward 
Umuahia, the state capital.
“Later at about 10 pm,” she explained, 
“I called him back, but the effort proved 
abortive and since then, he has remained 
incommunicado.”
According to the embittered wife, the 
car is an ash coloured Toyota 
4RUNNER Jeep (2000 model) with 
registration number HS 391 ABC. 
She appealed to the police and other 
security agencies to step into the matter 
to rescue her husband to save the family 
from the pain and agony it is passing 
through.

What We Agreed With Abia Pensioners Before 
Paying Backlogs - Finance Commissioner

he Commissioner for Finance in TAbia state, Mr Mike Akpara, has 
clarified issues surrounding the 

payment of pension arrears made by 
governor Alex Otti. 
According to the commissioner, the 
governor on assumption of office, met 
humongous pension and gratuity arrears 

and in a bid to rectify it, delegated him 
(Akpara) and others to meet and 
negotiate with the leadership of the state 
chapter of the Nigeria Union of 
Pensioners, NUP.
 He said bearing in mind that the 
government also needs money to address 
decayed infrastructures, revive 
moribund industries and other projects 
and not just paying pensions and salaries 
arrears alone, there was need to 
compromise and make sacrifices. 
This he said the leadership of the 
pensioners willingly agreed to. Akpara 
further revealed that during the 
negotiation which took months, both 
parties agreed that the governor will pay 
pensions in full without any deduction, 
from when he assumed office and would 
also add extra payment which would be 
full and final payment. 
The commissioner stated; ".. ...,.We said 

there will be compromises and sacrifices 
and all of us are willing to do that and 
they said they were willing. In fact, at a 
point , they said, begin to pay us now as 
when due so that we can get our drugs. 
But the governor said no, I will go the 
extra mile.
 After paying you what is supposed to be 
your due, I'll also add something to it. 
And we said, before now, some of you 
were being paid 20% or 50% of whatever 
pension you are supposed to receive . We 
will pay you full amount from when we 
came in. We cleared it and then he made 
extra payment and we agreed that it is 
going to be full and final payment. 
It was written, signed and delivered. 
We have our own copy and they have 
theirs." The full and final payment of 
pensions and gratuities arrears 
means that no more arrears would be 
paid .

Abia hospitals retrofitted to standard 
under one year- Health Commissioner

interaction, listed the General Hospital 
Amachara and Specialist/diagnostic 
Centre as those that have been 
completely renovated and have started 
functioning in Umuahia. 
For Aba, she named the Cottage 
Hospital and Umunneato General 
Hospital. Okoronkwo revealed that 
both hospitals from findings were built 
in the 50s. The present administration 
had to demolish the structures and are 
building from scratch which caused the 
delay in their reopening. She assured 
that a certain standard is beared in mind 
during the retrofitting to get quality 
facilities, adding that hospitals still 
under construction would soon be 
completed and commissioned. 
In her words; "We are not giving Abians 
structures that will not stand the test of 
time; that is why we are taking our time 
to do them". Other achievement she 
mentioned was free surgical outreach 
for Abians. Addressing issues on the 
Abia state multi specialist hospital built 
by the immediate past administration, 
the commissioner said the facility is not 
yet in use because it was hurriedly 
commissioned before completion. 
Okoronkwo said the structure which 
was badly built was not wired, lacks 
proper ventilation, among other faults. 
According to her , the structure was 
initially proposed to be a hostel for 
nurses but at some point, the plan was 
changed and it was converted to a 
hospital. " We are working assiduously 
to ensure that it is good enough to house 
a hospital. Everything there was done 
in a hurry. Recall that it was 
commissioned a night before hand 
over" she said.

s governor Alex Otti of Abia Astate marks one year in office, 
the commissioner for health, 

Dr Ngozi Okoronkwo has highlighted 
some of the achievements in the health 
sector. Dr Okoronkwo in a media 
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bia State Governor, Dr. Alex Otti, AOFR, on Tuesday commissioned 
the 15th road project executed in 

Aba within one year of his stay in office. 

Governor Otti commissioned the 
University Road, Green Avenue, and 
College Road, all in Aba, with a pledge to 
transform the commercial capital of the 
state into a modern, functional city.
"We are glad to be delivering the 15th road 
in Aba. By the time we commission this 
roads, we would have commissioned 15 
new roads that we took on, retrofitted, 
remodelled, redesigned and and rebuilt," 
he said.
The Governor highlighted the strategic 
importance of the newly commissioned 
roads, noting their economic relevance as 
well as improved connectivity to the area. 
Governor Otti, who disclosed that the 
roads were some of the first sets of roads 
awarded by his administration, noted that 
for decades, the area was notorious for 
severe flooding, which transformed the 
streets into rivers during heavy rains. 
He further revealed that the road was 
redesigned with drainage system and an 
underground tunnel to channel storm 

water into the Aba river, which has 
resolved the long-standing issues of 
flooding in the area.
"People who are used to this place will tell 
you their story and how the road has been 
for decades.
"When you see people dancing, when you 
see them expressing joy, when you see 
them rejoicing, it is because of what they 
have been going through and we thank 
God that today, the story is different," 
Governor Otti remarked.
The Governor outlined several ongoing 

projects nearing completion to include 
Cemetery Road, the Dual Carriageway 
Omuma Road, which he said would be 
ready within one month; Pepple Road, and 
various roads in the World Bank, 
Umungasi, and Umule areas, all expected 
to be completed by the end of the year.

He assured that work is progressing 
smoothly on the major Port Harcourt 
Road, as well as on Ohanku, Ndoki, 
Ekeakpara and the once impassable 
Obohia Road. He urged residents to 

protect the road infrastructure and ensure 
proper disposal of waste.

"Like I said, what we have come here to 
do is to fix our place, your own 
responsibility is to ensure that you 
protect these assets. 
"We don't want to come here and see the 
solar lights has a problem not to talk of 
disappearing. Days are gone when we 
will tolerate garbage on our roads. So, 
my request to you is to help me 
implement it," Otti stated.
Earlier, the Commissioner for Works, 
Engr. Otumchere Oti, described the 
construction of various road projects as a 
clear evidence that Governor Otti 
recognises the importance of 
infrastructure for development.
Engr. Oti, while commending the present 
administration, stated that the Governor 
has prioritised the provision of 
infrastructure and road networks. 

He added that the roads are equipped 
with street lights to enhance security and 
welfare of the people among other 
assets.

29 July 2024

Gov Otti Unveils 15th Road Project
 Executed In Aba Under One Year

Stadium where he expressed gratitude to 

God and Akwa Ibom people across ethnic 

and socio-political divides.

He paid glowing tribute to his predecessor, 

Mr Udom Emmanuel, members of his 

campaign team and those who voted him 

into office.

Governor Eno also congratulated 

President Bola Ahmed Tinubu and 

commended him for signing the old 

national anthem bill into law, which he 

said, reflects the nation's aspiration and 

gives credence to the Akwa Ibom State 

anthem.

The Governor equally congratulated  the 

President of the 10th Senate, Senator 

Godswill Akpabio, whose collaboration, 

according to him, has helped him reduce 

the political temperature in the state.

Attempting a review of development in 

the past one year, the governor said his 

government has kept faith with its 

aspirations in rural development, 

education, housing, job creation , 

agriculture, human capacity development 

and several infrastructural development.

Making projections into the coming years 

of his administration, he 

said his administration will step up the 

tempo in rural development, food security, 

housing, market development, 

infrastructure upgrade, real estate 

development in Lagos and Abuja, just as 

he announced approval for a second round 

of one project per LGA and construction 

of more strategic rural roads.

"In our second year in office, we plan by 

the Grace of the Almighty God and the 

support of all people both at home and the 

diaspora to increase the tempo of 

governance in the coming years, we will 

be focusing on implementing projects in 

line with the five pillars of the ARISE 

agenda. 

“In Agriculture, we will complete the 

Ibom Model Farm and Resort, in 

partnership with the Songhai Farms of 

Porto Novo, we will significantly increase 

food production and price stability of our 

staple foods among others. We plan to link 

up existing infrastructure to a full value 

chain and consolidate on existing policies 

and programmes," he stated.

Other things in the subsequent years 

forecast, according to the Governor, 

include: the ARISE Shopping City in Uyo,  

a mall that will attract certified global 

brands, commercialisation of the State's 

existing facilities in Lagos and Abuja,  

medium density housing estate in Ewet 

Housing for upwardly mobile 

professionals, and activation of the 

industrial park with several industries 

coming alive, as well as upgrading the 

Ibom Specialist Hospital by adding a renal 

centre in the corridor, among many other 

things.

 Also in the pipe line are: building of 

elderly peoples recreational centre, 

International Market in Ikot Ekpene, 

construction of the Oron Beach, 

construction of more model schools 

provision of ICT centre in Ibom-LED to 

be used for all exams including 

recruitment test into the State Civil 

Service, construction of more model 

schools, implementation of students 

exchange programme to London, 

consolidation of the Dakkada Skills 

Acquisition Centre among others.

"We remain committed to our obligation 

with our flagship Airline Ibom Air. In July, 

we will receive the second A220-300 

brand new Airbus to Ibom Air fleet. We 

will complete and put to use the Smart 

International Terminal Building 

Maintenance Repair and Overhaul (MRO) 

building and the Taxiway and we will 

build a complete Aviation ecosystem in 

Akwa Ibom State," Umo Eno added.

Stakeholders from the various strands of 

the State presented goodwill messages to 

express satisfaction with  Umo Eno's 

governance disposition and achievements 

recorded within one year, therefore 

expressing optimism that the State and the 

people will be the better in the coming 

years.

In their separate remarks, former Military 

Administrator Yakubu Bako, Senators 

Ekong Sampson, Effiong Bob and 

Emmanuel Ibok Essien for their 

respective senatorial districts, the Oku 

Ibom Ibibio for the traditional institutions, 

Chairman of Association of Local 

Governments of Nigeria for the third tier 

of government, the Speaker, Rt Hon. 

Udeme Otong for the Legislative arm, the 

Chief Judge of the State on behalf of the 

Judiciary, and Elder Aniekan Akpan for 

the PDP congratulated the Governor 

stressing, "we are proud of you 

achievements within one year in office."

High points of the event featured cultural 

displays and special musical presentations  

celebrate Governor Eno's one year of 

remarkable development, while some 

ordinary people and supporters of the 

ARISE Agenda were identified and 

honoured as ARISE Ambassadors by the 

Governor for making significant and 

outstanding contributions to the State.

Governor Eno Presents First Year 
Scorecard, Outlines Future Plans
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